April 2009

Dear Editor & Citizens,

I am from the Town of Empire, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, which is part of the Cedar Ridge Wind Farm. There are 44 wind turbines in this project, 3 of them are within a quarter mile (1,320 feet) from our home. I can see 12 from our door. Now that the towers are working, people are grumbling. You cannot believe how loud these things are! Alliant has had a decibel meter on my tree for 4 week now. I can’t wait to get the results. The engineer will be visiting to feel the vibration that the turbines create. For those of you that are fighting for proper setbacks from your home, do not give up because the results are 20 times worse than even I thought. My wife has not slept in a long time. Here is something she wrote:

Hello Family and Friends!
I want you all to understand what the Wind Turbines are doing to families who are located TOO CLOSE. I have reviewed some low-frequency vibration studies and find them to be true since I personally am experiencing most symptoms. Also take a moment to look at www.windturbinesyndrome.com - it is eye opening - I am not the only one feeling the effects - it is all over the world!

In 1996 my husband and I had the opportunity to purchase our property of 35 acres to build our dream home a few years later. We were required by the Town of Empire to purchase the 35 acres in order to build our home. Both of us grew up in the country and appreciate the peacefulness. I am sad to say today I wish our dream hadn't come true. I feel betrayed by our township, fellow land owners and by our country. 

I haven't had a decent night sleep since last November when the wind turbines were turned on. Each night I need to take a pill to sleep - sometimes that doesn't even help. This spring when we are able to open our windows, we will not be able to . I stand outside even now at night when I get home and it truly sounds like I am at O'hare airport. I can feel the vibrations in my bed at night along with the noise. Our television has needed to be rewired, our local channels were not working so Alliant came in and installed DishNetwork - this is a temporary fix for two years - then it is up to us. The TV still is a problem. Sometimes the sound isn't working or the picture doesn't even come in.

My children have noticed not being able to sleep. I have noticed the dogs do not care to be outside for too long in the evening. I guess no more camp fires in the country this summer. We have seen the beginning of flicker in our home - for about an hour right now at 6:00 pm our home has been turned into a disco with the shadow from the blades - off/on... So again I will feel like a prisoner in my own home. We will have to put heavy curtains on the windows so we can't see out.

Our tax assessment went up this past year. Farm land has gained in value. I wonder why? Too many wind turbines taking up the farm land. I know if we even tried to sell our home - it isn't saleable - this is a term the appraiser used. The turbines do not affect our value, but they affect our sale-ability - does that make sense???

I am for renewable energy, but why so close to people’s homes? Why our homes? Why not in the ocean, deserts or maybe in someone else's back yard?

Wisconsin is the third highest taxed state in the United States. Where is all our renewable energy money going? - not to folks who live near these wind turbines. Our taxes have steadily gone up each year. When I grow old enough to retire, I will move from this place to somewhere peaceful - that is if I can grow old.

The next time you take a drive to the country and say how beautiful the wind turbines are - pull over, turn your car off, get out and listen. I know I can't hear the crickets or the frogs anymore! I can't even hear the horses next door playing in the pastures.
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